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In looking over the Gospel Advocate, Read the cxix. Psalm and see the proof of 
Vol. I. page 406, I find the following, viz: this assertion. But the generally received 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. |idea is this; that commands, precepts, 
“ar . . ' statutes, &c. comprehend our whole duty 
Sir—The following questions are taken ea ; : 

P “Ey &. Spagna, yy to God, our neighbor and ourselves, both 
from the Gospel Inquirer, a semi-monthily 
; , os . as to the exercises of our hearis and our 
paper, printed at Little Falls, and edited : 
EE BET R wc Le Ee outward conduct and conversation : but or- 
¥ . . ais . 5 . 7 
em , ner “tala dinances are confined to some outward 
inthis village and vicinity about the im- °°. , aed fag 
portance of © Gospel Ordinances,” I have rite, simbolical of some substance, of which 
, the ordinance is but the shadow. Thus 
thought proper to request vcu to insert it~. 7 ° 
circumcision under the law was an ordin 
in your paper. Although I ‘have no desire ‘ as anh ideal: tei arenes 
to draw our religious opponents into a reli- RES 5 SOS ee See See was ar 

. a Bini. fet < yet J Ordinance, because it was a shadow of good 

f1ous controversy, on these matters, yet en te wae. Wie. denser te he 

*s . “eo ~ . sD . ; aso: . 7 

would be thankful if some of our opposing —. “© A ‘i 
é ; é ; © Wise, an ordinance under the law. These 
brethren in this quarter would give to each , Tag 
question a candid answer L. S. E. ordinances were of perpetual obligation, 1. « 
€ . Je & 


to continue till the good things signified b: 

The questions proposed are the follow- | = 5 

q pro} ‘them should come in their place. It has, 
ing, viz: 1. Are ordinances ever ae 


' . 9 likewise, been considered that the gospc: 
in scripture, gospel ordinances? 2. Did ; 
‘hes . 1 _ has its ordinances, and that these are bap- 
not Christ, at first, come under the law, or |. 
 - : _ fism and the supper or sacrament. These 
first covenant ? And while under tie law, enh 
. “ee > are now generally considered as gospel or- 
did he not limit the use of the literal supper *). , tile ; 
: Mec dinances. We are willing to acknowledge 
to his second coming? If so, has he not | ; eae ‘ee © 
; ~ _ that baptism was originally of divine ap- 
already come agai under ihe second oi . eis 
f pointment, under the law ; that the iniation 
gospel ~aasnpnapne ed of the priests was by baptism, and, lik 
~ ° ° - sus yas ‘ . € iC ~ 
ing hrist, while under the law, fulfilled Die naee'y ? 


wise, that the holy vessels of the tem)! 
the s same in attending to its ordinances that , ) : ; {waranty 
were, set apart by washing: likewise tha: 
were enjoined under the Mosaic economy : 
our Saviour instituted the sacrament or sup- 
was this the righteousness of the law or the’ 
paler © per a little before his death. All thes: 
gospel? If of the gospel, then are we not ; * 
“eee ’ ' then, we consider to have been ordinances. 
to expect that the righteousness of the gos- Naan Ll Melia cceteiilieeal Gaeta 
an _ x ° ‘ i t ec i}s? 
pel will decrease? For John said, “I; PP ’ ” 
} ( . . 2” ‘law. 
inust decrease, (speaking of the baptism of , 

: ° . 9 ie: - aiuaee " ; 
water,) but he (alluding to the baptism of: ~: Are they ever, in scripture, call 
ihe Holy Ghost) must increase.” These ‘gospel ordinances ? Ans. I think not. ; 
questions were proposed by — Patnness. have no remembrance that, in scriptui 

The Editor of the Gospel Advocate, ha- | hey are any where so called. 
ving waited for some person, to answer] II. Did not Christ, at first, come unc 
these questions, and having heard of no {the law, or first covenant ? and while u 
answer, and conceiving that it would ad-| der the law, did he not limit the literal sx 
minister light on these subjects, feels it a! per to his second coming? If so, has | 


duty to attempt an answer. not already come again under the seco: 
Are ordinances, in scripture, ever cal-| or gospel covenant ? 
ied gospel ordinances ? 1. Christ did, at first, come under ¢ 


It will be necessary, Ist to shew what}law or first covenant. Ie was born unc: 
ordinances are. 2d Whether they are, in|the dispensation of the law; he lived : 
scripture, called gospel ordinances. der that dispensation for SO years, til! 

I. What are ordinances? Ans. Stat-| baptism, by John the baptist: he ent 
utes, laws, commanndments, ordinances, | upon and performed his public minis: 
and judgments, have a great similarity in | under the law: he was condemned, crv 
thet signification. in the sicred writings. ! fied and slain under the dispensation ¢ 
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law: he arose from the dead and ascended 
into heaven in the time of the law dispen- 
sation. All this is evident from the contin- 
uance of the worship in the temple, the 
circumcision of the child Jesus, his sub- 
mission to the Jewish rites and his recom- 
mendation of those rites to his followers, 
while a public teacher. Ie was cireumcis- 
ed at eight days old, he attended the passo- 
ver and other feasts appointed by the law, 
and recommended the observances of that 
dispensation to his followers, and foretold 
its end and destruction. This end and de- 
struction did not take place till forty years 
after his ascension, when they were eflect- 
ed by the greatest calamity, which was ev- 
er known, agreeable to his prediction. 

Thus it is evident, that Christ did, at 
first, come under the law, or first cove- 
nant. 

2. Christ did limit the literal supper to 
his second coming. Mat. xxvi. 29. But 1 
say unto you, | will not drink henceforth 
of this fruit of the vine, unti] that day when 
I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom. Mark xiv. 25. Verily I say 
unto you I will drink no more of the fruit 
of the vine, until that day that I dink it 
new in the kingdom of God. Luke xxii. 
18. For ] say unto you, I will not drink of 
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
shallcome. My Father’s kingdom, andthe 
kingdom of God, and the coming of that 
kingdoin, means the gospel kingdom, or 
introduction or coming of the gospel dis- 
pensation. The drinking of this wine new 
in that kingdom, means the real love and 
fellowship which will then subsist between 
Christ and his church, and between all be- 
lievers; when, in the new dispensation, 
the substance of all that is excellent will be 
enjoyed, in the room of the shadow; or, 
the worship of the Father in spirit and in 
truth, will take place, instead of ordinan- 
ces, which then shall cease, and the shad- 
ows which shall then flee away. 

Thus, I conceive, that tiose which are 
considered gospel ordinances, viz. the hit- 
eral supper and water baptism, were insti- 
tuted to be observed till the coming of tlic 


er’s kingdom or the gospe} dispensation, 
At that time Christ come in his glory. He 
first come in the flesh, under the law, which 
was the first or law covenant ; his secong 
coming was under the second or gospel 
covenant: so that Christ has appeared the 
second time without sin unto salvation as 
now the ordinance of the literal Supper was 
instituted to be observed till the first coye. 
nant was abolished, and the second come jy 
its place. Read the viii. ix. and x, chap. 
ters of St. Paul’s epistle to the Hebrews 
and you will find a full and abundant con. 
firmation of the foregoing remarks. Th, 
way into the holiest of all was not yet 
made manifest, while as the first taberna. 
cle was yet standing, which was a figure 
for the time then present, in which were 
offered both gifts and sacrifices, that 
would not make him that did the service 
perfect, as pertaining to the conscience ; 
which stood only in meats and drinks and 
divers washings and carnal ordinance: 
imposed on them until the time of reforn- 
ation. eb. ix.8,9,10. This time of re- 
furmation is the time of the gospel day ; in 
which the necessity of the types, the shad- 
ows and ordiaances is superceded by the 
substance. God is worshipped in the spirit 
directly, not by the medium of ordinances. 
Paul says again, Col. ii. 20, 21, 22, If 
ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments 
of the world, why, as though living in the 
world are ye subject to ordinances, ( touch 
not, taste not, handle not; which all are 
to perish with the using ; ) after the dor- 
trines and commandments of men? Wi- 
ter baptism, as an ordinance, was, unques- 
tionably, limited in its duration, as was thc 
literal supper. John’s baptism was legal: 
he baptized witli water 5 it was an external, 
outward ordinance 3 yet it pointed to Christ 
who was to baptize with the holy spirit. 
Thus water baptism was never gospel 
baptism ; but only a figure or representa- 
tion of it. It never was, nor can it be any 
thing more than a representation of grace, 
which is the only gospel baptism. Why 
does Paul say, one Lord, one faith, oue. 
baptism? If water baptism be gospel bap- 





second or gospel covenant, or the second 
coming of Christ, or coming in his glory. | 
Paul, to the Corinthian church, seems to | 
limit the supper, or eating bread and drink- | 
ing wine, as an ordinance, to the coming | 
of the Lord. 1 Corinth. xi. 26. For as of-| 
ten as ye eat this bread and drint: this | 
cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he ' 
come. The com‘ng of Christ is at the com- | 


‘og in of the kingdom of God. or his Fath- | 


tism, then there are two baptisms under tht 
gospel, because regeneration or the bap- 
tism of the holy spirit is one, and it is the 
essential one. With water baptism only. 
ve may forever be unreconciled to God; 
but it isthe baptism of the holy spirit, only, 
which receneiles us to God and prepares 
us for the rest in heaven. The baptism ol 


the linly spirit enlightens the mind, slays 
our enmity against God, and reconciles 0% 




















to his will and government ; but water bap- 
tism never produced these effects. When 
I speak of water baptism, I mean to com- 
prehend all the modes in which it has ever 
been administered ; so that neither sprink- 
ling with water, nor plunging under water, 
ever made it gospel baptism, or reconciled 
a person to his Maker. 

It is objected to the above, that the apos- 
tles did baptize with water. In answer to 
this we say, that as to the increase of 
knowledge, the apostles resembled other 
men; they had to live and learn. With 
all the prophecies before them, and with all 
that Christ said to them, they did not know 
or believe that the Messiah must suffer 
death till after his resurrection ; then they 
knew it. Peter did not know that the 
Gentiles were to be fellow heirs and parta- 
kers of the gospel with the Jews, till he had 
the vision of the sheet; and it was by him 
ihat the apostles and brethren in Judea 
were convinced. Paul himself seems to 
have acquired new light on the subject of 
water baptism, for he did baptize a few per- 
sons and then desisted; thanking God that 
he had baptized no morc, and assigning 
this reason positively, that Christ did not 
send him to baptize, but to preach the gos- 
pel. It appears to me that language can- 
not be more explicit on any subject. Its 
likewise objected that our Saviour enjoined 
water baptism perpetually to be adminis- 
tered by his apostles. I only ask, where 
there is such an injunetion ? Matt. xxviii. 
(9, is quoted: Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, &c. The word baptizing, is a 
participle, and 7g not, nor cannot be con- 
nected with the verb teach: it therefore 
stands as an effect arising from the verb 
teach $ signifying that all, who are truly 
taught by the spirit, are baptized by the 
sume spirit; not by water. If the apos- 
tles, then, as workers together with God, 
did teach men the knowledge of the gos- 
vel; those were baptized by the spirit, 
who were thus taught by the spirit ; or in 
other words, divine teaching is spiritual or 
sospel baptism. ‘The text does not say, 
vo teach and baptize; but go teach bapti- 
zing + as though gospel baptism was _ bro’t 
cbout by spiritual and divine teaching.— 
Mark xvi. 16, is produced for the same 
purpose. He that believeth and is baptiz- 
ed shall be saved. What baptism is this ? 
itis the same of which we have spoken.— 
Here is no command, only a declaration, 
that salvation will follow believing and be- 
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ingbaptized. It is gospel baptism or be- 
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lieving with the heart. Thus, as Christ 
baptized not, but his disciples baptized, (I 
mean with water) so there is no command 
for baptizing with water given by Christ as 
an ordinance of the gospel. 

I think it is evident, and that it would 
appear so to all (if they would but candid- 
ly examine the subject) that the gospel is a 
dispensation of light, of love and joy ; that 
it is a fulfilment of all that was shadowed 
forth by types, figures and ordinances un- 
der the law ; and that as it is the substance 
of the good which ordinances prefigured : 
so ordinances, in the practice and enjoy- 
ment of that good are unnecessary. 

Our Saviour, to the woman of Samaria, 
seems to be explicit; the woman had said 
our fathers worship in this mountain, (a 
mountain in Samaria,) but ye (Jews) say 
that Jerusalem is the place where meh 
ought to worship. Christ answers, “ the 
time is coming when ye shall neither ip 
this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, wor- 
ship the father ;” as though all national dis- 
tinctions in religion shall cease ; and then, 
as a proof that all ordinances should be 
laid aside, observes, “ God is a spirit, and 
they that worship him, must worship him 
in spirit and in truth.” John iv. 24,— 
Enough, U think, has been said as to rea- 
sons, which those have to advance, who 
do not believe in external, carnal ordinan- 
ces under the gospel. 

The 3d question; Christ, while under 
the law, fulfilled the same in attending to 
its ordinances, that were enjoined, under 
Mosaic economy ; was this the righteous- 
ness of the law, or gospel ? If of the gospel, 
then are we not to expect that the right- 
eousness of the gospel will decrease? For 
John said, “ I must decrease, (speaking of 
water baptism,) but he (alluding to the bap- 
tism of the Hloly Ghost) must increase.” 
This question, with remarks on the whole, 
will be referred to the next number. 

I. piror. 








To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sir—Superstition is so great in our days, 
that the nations are laboring under it.— 
Some of my Methodist brethren (for so I 
call them) tell me if they believed in a gen- 
eral restoration, they would indulge them- 
selves in all manner of evil. They wor- 
ship through fear, but we through love.— 
Endless misery seems to be believed; but, 
generally speaking, is but little feared, if 
we judge from the visible conduct of the 
world. Your sentiments on this subjec! 
are requested, A SUBSCRIBER 
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a on EMA RKS. conduct, is an argument against the sii. 
Tt is dificult to reason with men, who | ineness of their belief in it. The eoodnes: 
use NO reason; and what reason is there in of God leadeth to repentance, but not end. 
returning evil for good ? It seems, that | less severity. Eprror, 
these men would pretend that they have no | 





_--— 








objection to the good exercised by God to-| 
sb pectic S 


wards them; indeed they do im a sense | 


manifest a belief, that God ought to love 

A . ' Be 
them, because they are good, and so ae 
serve his favor. 


. —* stabe | 
itis a point,on which Tam fully estad 


lished, that we must consider eternal life 
to be grace from God, or merit m man: 
if the former, however it may be extended, 
inen of grace rejuice and be glad; if the 
latter be our ground of-expectation, men of 
self-righteous sentiments will find fault, un- 
jess eternal life be confined to themselves. 
Thus we may fairly argue to which class 
those belong, who would be guilty of every 
crime, if they believed God was universal- 
ty cood. Your remark is correct, when 
vou say, “they worship through fear.”— 
The dread of an avenging God, is that 
which excites their worship. If taking a- 
way the fear they have of God, would leave 
any person to commit all manner of sip, it 
is certain, as yet, that that person has ney- 
er worshipped God from love : and 

“If love be wanting, he is found, 

Like tinkling brass, an empty sound.” 

Thus, it seems rational to me to con- 
clude, that that person who will boldly as- 
sert that he would indulge in all sin, if uni- 
versal salvation were true, is a Llind Phar- 
isee, a painted hypocrite, a deceiver and 
false accuser of the brethren, aud one who 
need to be taught what are the first princi- 
ples of the oracles of God. These men 
wish that all, whom they despise, should 
be damned 3 and if God is not willing that 
this should be the case and will save them, 
then they are willing and determined to 
trample under foot all his commandments, 
and be universally evil, because he is uni- 
versally good. L have known children, 
who wished to be considered favorites in 
the family, because their parents would be 
good to all, turn to be enemies to their par- 
ents, and as to their brothers and _ sisters, 
would fight and scratch, and also bite. 

You remember, Sir, the conduct of the 
elder son, when his father received his pro- 
digal brother? He was angry and would 
not goin. You say, “ that endless misery 
scems to be believid.” It is a good idea, 
jor L greatly question whether any person 
ever did or can really believe any such 
doctrine. That men do not seem to fear 
it, as may be inferred from their gencral 


NEW PUBLICATION, 

i We have received the first number of , 
/new weekly paper entitied the “Curisty\) 
‘Te.escors,” edited by Br. David Picker. 
ing of Providence, R.1. to be devoted to 
ithe dissemination of the truth that “ God j; 
‘the Saviour of all men. There are already 
‘established, in our country, many valualle 
| works of this kind, and it nay be fearlessly 
said, they are all conducted with ability 
and zeal according to knowledge. A pe. 
culiar characteristic of all the papers inf, 
vor of the salvation of all men, is, their co! 
umns are open to all those whio feel dispos. 
ed to object to our views. ‘To the candid 
reader, it is difficult to decide which of those 
papers, are best calculated to promote the 
cause of pure and undefiled religion. The; 
are all eminently calculated to spread « 
' knowledge of the truth to all who give them 


lan attentive perusal. But on receiving the 


the Christian Telescope trom the hand o 
our worthy brother, renewed emotions oi 
joy spring up in our hearts, and we cannot 
retrain front an expression of our gratitude 
'to heaven, that another light has sprung 
up in the east, to illuminate the way of lif 
and salvation. Wecan truly say, in ov 
‘editorial capacity, welcome, brother toa 
Share of our joys in disseminating, and ou 
toils in defending the grace of our God. 
The following is an extract from the ed: 
| itor’s address to his patrons. 
| “ It is our intention to expose error,atd 
from time to time, contrast it with truth— 
Nor will the exposure of error be all whic 
we shall attempt to do 5 for we intend to 
lay before our readers, as occasion shall 
reqive, the arts and frauds to which ovr op 
posers resort, in order to maintain their le 
vorite views, and to bring into disrepute the 
doctrine of impartial grace. 

“In a word; ovr course will be ope 
and friendly, and we shall require of ov! 
opposers the same candor 3 which, if thie; 
refuse, and attempt to treat us with thea 
buse which some few have done, we sh 
exonerate the innocent, by disclosing the 
names of the guilty.” . 

The decided, and at the same tne 
friendly stand, thus taken, is highly ¢o™ 
mendable. The time has come when th’ 
‘aprs and rrAups” of our opposers ”a! 
and should be brought before the public 
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and, we trust, it will be done, by all those 
who dare think or act for themselves.—Epb. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
* Pear made her devils, and weak hope her gods ; 
Gous partial, changeful, passionate, unjust.” Pore. 

New-York Srare Tracr Society. 

It has been with emotions of regret, that 
the writer of this article nas lately perused 
in a public newspaper, an avowal of the 
object of this institution, accompanied with 
a recommendation from the secretary of 
state, designed to assist in carrying into ef- 
fect a plan, if not subversive of the rights of 
our citizens, at least of a very suspicious as- 
pect. It is not my design, to impeach the 
motives of our officers of government, or 
those who have formed the plan in ques- 
tion ; but with that freedom, which becomes 
all those, «ho are interested, I shall offer a 
few remarks, for the consideration of my 
fellow-citizens, with a view to excite thir 
attention to a subject, in which, are involv- 
ed their dearest interests. And here, be 
fore entering upon a consideration of the 
nomiual object of the society, of which I 
speak, [cannot refrain from expressing my 
astonishment, at the bold advances already 
made by its friends. This Tract Society, 
Was instituted in February last, andin Au- 
gust its design is announced by its friends 
in the western part of this state, to be no 
other, than, to put into “ the hand ef every 
child and youth that can read” THEIR 
vracts! ‘his is not al!:—The secretary 
of state, in compliance with the wishes of 
the executive committee, at the same time, 
has issued his recommendation and request 
to have the tracts of this infant society, in- 


troduced into cur Common Schools instead : 


of the approved books. This reminds me 
of the “bulls” of the church of Rome! 
Here let me ask,—are these tract-makers 





ing FUNDS for the publication of moral and 
religious tracts; and 2d furnishing chan- 
nels for their circulation. ‘The latter is 
the END of the society ; the former is the 
MEANS.” Who, let me ask, are to be 
the ones to determine what sliall be the ar- 
ticles of our faith? These gentlemen have 
condescended to inform us, that this tract 
society will furnish, ata very moderate ex- 
pense, tracts, upon moral and religious sub- 
jects, for our children to read; and they 
doubt not, that such tracts will have a good 
effect upon the minds of our children; but 
[ demand, what kind of tracts are they a- 
bout to put into the hands of the rising gen- 
eration? Three obscure individuals, in 
Albany, offer usa religion for our children, 
and for one I know not but this executive 
cummittee is composed of Mahometans or 
Infidels! The secretary of state has told us 
in his circular, that “ these tracts, combin- 
ing the agreeable with the useful possess 
many attractions ; and from their novelty 
and variety, are calculated to make strong 
and lasting impressions on the youthful 
mind, which, in time, will produce the 
most happy effects: But with suitable 
respect to the snperior discernment of Mr. 
secretary Yates, we desire to be informed 
whether these tracts are to inculcate infi- 
delity ov christianity? We are well 
aware from our experience, that those ideas 
imprinted on the youthful mind,are lasting; 
and since we are citizens of a free country, 
we beg to be allowed to judge for ourselves 
in these matters. We wishto beinformed of 
the contents of every book put into the hands 
of our children, and for the present we are 
unwilling to trust altogether to the sagacity 
of others, in selecting for us, until we know 


-more about their ideas of right and wrong, 
| than we do now,in regard to those composing 


the executive committee of this society. The 


infallible ? Is the secretary of state endow- ! secretary of State, would therefore, confer a 
ed with sufficient wisdom to know that all favor upon the writer of this article by being 
their future productions will be preferable} more explicit, & letting us know, what kind 


to the books now inuse? Ifso the only 
difficulty in their way, will be to convince 
in enlightened public, that the gentlemen 


of religion our children are to be taught by 
this tract society. We are not yet inform-" 
ed whether this society is already furnish- 


of the executive committee, and John Van! ed with a “ vaviety” of these tracts or not. 


Ness Yates are better qualified to Judge in 
these matters than their fellow men. 

A notice of the distinguishing traits in 
the PLAN of this tract society, cannot fail 
to excite the astonishment and indignation 
of every friend of man. “It is designed 
say the gentlemen comprising the executive 


. . . . | 
committee,’ to combine the efforts of the | 





|If they are not yet supplied, we desire to 


know who are to make these “ agreeable” 
and “ useful” little books? And I would 
again inquire if our secretary has full con- 
fidence in their infallibility ? Iam serious 


‘in making these inquiries, for religious o- 
pinion has within a few years undergone 


an important change, and unless some one 


friends of religion and morality through- | is endowed with omniscence it is impossible 


aut the state in two objects: ist provid- 


to determine the gvality of the tract to be 
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put into the hands of our children a year 
hence. But if they are already made, and 
in the market, I would like to be furnished 
with at least, a catalogue of them, in order 
to prevent imposition. ‘The most favorable 


construction to be put upon this unexam-: 


pled outrage, upon the good sense of com- 
munity, is to suppose, that, the executive 
committee have on hand a general supply 
of tracts; and that, Mr. Yates has examin- 


ed them, and predicates his recommenda- | 


tion on their supposed value. But being 


remote from the city of Albany, we wish to | 


be informed whether those on hand, are 
not such as have been bought up at a dis- 
count from our good friends in Connecticut, 
or elsewhere. We are apprised of the fact, 
that tracts made at a distance bear a better 
price than those of our own manufacture, 
and the presumption is, that our state will 
soon be inundated witb this kind of article. 
But for one, I am a friend to domestic man- 
ufaciures, and will give a higher price for 
tracts made in our own town, than for those 
bought up in themarkets. So much for the 
END in view. 

A word as to the means. The first 
thing in view, is to combine the efforts of 
all friends of religion and morality to pro- 
vide FUNDS to publish tracts. Now the 
writer of this, is a friend to religion and 
morality, and he would inform the execu- 
tive committee of the Albany tract society, 
that such tracts as they would probably 
consider most valuable, may be bought in 
some places at a very low rate by the bush- 
el; and if they will take at prime cost, a 
quantity, we will employ a journeyman | 
tract-emaker, and afford them lower than! 
they can be bought at Andover! 

I take leave of this subject for the pres- 


ent, by requesting every parent, to be his _ 


own judge in relation to this matter.— 


Should I find time, I shall hereafter, if per- | 
mitted, lay before the readers of the Advo- , 
cate the pernicious effects of these tracts | 


pon the minds of children. 


A. FATHER. 
TO POST MASTERS. 

In consequence of some Post Masters 
having charged unlawful postage, upon the 
* Gospel Advocate,” where two numbers 
were sent on one sheet, I have written to 
the Post Master General upon the subject ; 
and with my communication I forwarded a 
sheet containing two numbers of the Advo- 
cate upon it. This was done that there 
should be left no chance for misunderstand- 
‘ng. ‘The following is an exact copy of the ; 
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answer of the Post Master General, to my 
communication, the original of which i is in 
my possession, and may be seen by any 
person, who is not satisfied with reading the 


copy : 


Sih July, 1824 
Sir: I have received your communica- 
tion aad the paper you enclosed. The pos. 
tage chargeable on the sheet you enclosed, 
should be for one sheet only, though it con. 
tains two numbers of the “é Gospel Advo. 
cate.” Had these numbers been separat- 
ed, postage as for one sheet should be 
charged on each, but as the sheet contains 
both numbers, the postage should be only 
for one sheet. Post masters ouzht not to 
separate the numbers. 

I am respectfully your obt. servant, 

JOHN McLEAN, 

Mr. Simon Burton, Portland, N. Y. 


It will be seen by the above letter, that 
all subscribers who take two Advocates on 
one sheet, will be liable tor the postage ot 
one sheet only ; and any Post Master who 
shall hereafter charge or receive double 
postage, in such case, will be held account- 
able for the transaction, according to law. 

SIMON BURTON, 

Bufialo, Aug. 20, 1824. 


Post Office feet 





TO YOUNG MEN. 

There is no one thing of so much im- 
portance to a young man just entering on 
‘the stage of life, as the choice of company 
‘every thing ina great measure depe ab 
‘upon that. The dashing rakes and dissi- 

‘ pated fops may have their allurements, but 
i above ‘aH things, young me D, beware of 
them. They entice but to rnin, and he 
who is weak enough to be led into their 
(snares, may be sure of meeting with noth- 
ing but disappointment, chagrin, and the 
loss of health, and an empty purse. There- 
fore, it is of the greatest consequence, to 
choose suitable companions to associate 
with. 

Many imagine that they shall not be con- 
‘sidered gentlemen without they swear 
roundly, drink down their bottle of wine, 
and smoke their dozen of scgars at a sit- 
ting; but, mistaken young men, beware 
how you indulge i in such pernicious practi- 
ces ; for depend upon it, if you are led on 
thas by degrees into vice, your fame, for- 
tune and health, will pay dear for your fol- 
ly. In drunken revels, and noisy carou- 
sals, you may make the moments of time 
| appear to pass with swiftness, but recollect 
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that every flecting moment brings you near- 
er to that bourne trom whence no traveller 
returns. 





“ A soft answer turneth away wrath.” 

The horse of a pious man, living in Mas- 
sachusetts, happening to stray into the road, 
a neighbor of the man who owned the 
horse, put him in pound. Meeting the 
owner soon after, he told him what he had 
done, “and if 1 catch him in the road a- 
gain,” said he, “ I'll do it again.” “ Neigh- 
bor,” replied the other, ‘not long since, I 
looked out of my window in the night, and 
I saw your cattle in my mowing ground, 
and I drove them out, ana shut them in 
your yard; and I’ll do it again.” Struck 
with the reply, the man liberated the horse 
from the pound and paid the charges him- 
self. 





An Extract.—In any adversity that hap- 
pens to us in the world, we ought to con- 
sider that misery end affliction are not less 
natural than snow or hail; and it we:e as 
reasonable to hope for a year without 
storms, as for a lite without troubles. Life, 
however sweet it seems, is a draught in 
which bitter ingredients are mingled ; some 
drink deeper than others, before they come 
at them; but if they do not swim at the 
top for youth to come at them, it is ten to 
one, but old age will find them thick at ihe 
bottem. And it is the employment of 
faith and patience, and the work of wisdom 
and virtue, to teach us to drink the sweet 
parts with pleasure and thankfulness, and 
to swallow the bitter without complaint or 
reluctance. We generally fancy ourselves 
more miserable than we really are, for want 
af taking a true estimate of things ; where- 
fore we fly into transports without reason, 
and judge of the happiness or calamity of 
human life by false lights. A strict inquiry 
into the truth of matters will help us in the 
one, and comparison will set us right in the 
other. There is no accident so unfortunate, 
but wise men will make some advantage of" 
it; nor any so fortunate, but fools may 
turn it to their own prejudice. [t is often 
found, that to be armed against calamities 
With a tranquil mind, is either a sure way 
tv avoid them, or, at least, to protract the 
season of their arrival ; and if there were 
nothing else in it, but the rendering them 
more tolerable when they happen, it would 
de prudent to try the experiment. 





INDIAN ANECDOTE. 
A few years since while the mistak 
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zeal of many good men led them to think 
that their red brethren of the forest might 
be Christianized before they were civilized, 
a missionary was sent out among them to 
convert them to christianity. ‘The mission- 
ary was unfortunately one of those preach- 
ers who delight in speculative and abstruse 
doctrines, and who teach the inefficacy of 
all human exertions in obtaining salvation. 
He called the Indians together to hear what 
he called the Gospel. ‘The Sachem, or chief 
of the tribe to which he was sent, came with 
the rest. The missionary, in the course of 
his sermon, which was upon the very sim- 
ple and intelligible doctrine of election, un- 
dertook to prove that some were made to 
be saved, and others to be damned, with- 
out any regard to their good or bad con- 
duct. As an illustration of his doctrine, he 
cited the case of Jacob and Esau, and at- 
tempted to show that God loved the one 
and hated the other before either of them 
were born. The Sachem heard him atten- 
tively, and after meeting, invited him to his 
wigwam. After some Conversation, the 
Sachem thus addressed the missionary : 
“Me tell you a story; my wife have two 
boys, twins ; both of them as pretty as the 
two you tell me about today. One of them 
she love and feed him: the other she let 
lie on the ground, crying. I tell her take 
lim up, or he die. She no mind me.— 
Pretty soon he die. Now what shall I do 
to her?” Why, said the missionary, she 
ought to be hung! “ Well,” said the Sa- 
chem, “then you go home and hang your 
God, for you say he do just so. You no 
preach any more here, unless you preach 
more good than this.” ‘The missionary 
finding himself amung a people too enlight- 
ened to give credence to his narrow and 
heart- revolting principles, thought it expe- 
dient to seck a new field of labor. 





MEANS OF DOING GOOD. 

It may be observed with propriety, that 
very few persons are in a situation in life, 
as to be entirely excluded from the means 
of beautifying others around them. Pa- 
rents may beautify children, by a carefu! 
attention to their education, habits and 
manners, while they implant in their youth- 
ful minds the love of industry, sobriety and 
virtue. Children in return, may prove a 


blessing to their parents, by being dutiful 
and affectionate, and by becoming thei: 
protection and support when impaired by 
the decrepitude and infirmities of age.— 
likewise 
placed undex 


Instructirs and teachers may 
nromete the good of those 
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their care, by setting them proper exam- 
ples, and teaching them correct moral and 
religious principles. Masters may ease the 
toil of labor and servitude, by being mod- 
erately indulgent, whilst they secure the af 
fection, honesty, and fidelity of their serv- 
ants and domestics. Rulers and magis- 
trates may advance the prosperity of com- 
munity, by enacting and enforcing good 
laws for the welfare and protection of so- 
ciety. The justice or attorney, by honest- 
ly conducting and defending the case of a 
poor client, without the influence of gold or 
silver to help their sight, or favor a just de- 
cision. Statesmen, by guarding and res- 
pecting faithfully the interest of the people, 
in distinction from those, who, regardless 
of public interest, would seek that of their 
own, in wantonly defrauding and embez- 
sling the property of state. ‘The editors 
or conductors of public journals, by detect- 
ing, exposing, and suppressing the intrigues, 
impositions, and inventions of unprincipled 
men upon the rights and privileges of com- 
munity. 

The man of Jearning can render himself 
eminently valuable to the world by the ex- 
ercise of his abilities for the dissemination 
of useful knowledge. The rich man pos- 
sesses abundantly the means of relieving 
the wants and distresses of his fellow crea- 
tures, without impoverishing his own con- 
dition. The poor are often placed in ma- 
ny situations that render themselves highly 
beneficial to the posterity and well being of 
the more opulent and influential. The 
clergy may become useful and ornamental 
in their profession, by setting an example 
of uprightness, and letting their light to 
shine, that others beholding their good 
works, may be led to ghorify their Father 
in heaven ; by encouraging and extolling 
ithe virtue of temperence, patience, godli- 
ness and charity, while they condemn and 
discountenance the many prevailing vices 
associated with time and sense. ‘Teaching 
us to shun and avoid the tumultuous per- 
tnrbations and evils connected with things 
below, while we look to him who is the 
fountain of all goodness,—that he may 
raise us up at the last day, incorruptible and 
undefiled, to live and reien with him for- 
ever.—Univ. Magazine. — 





A FRAGMENT. 
When darkness veil’d the boundless scene, 
And fear display’d her haggard face, 
Wrapt in the gloom, my trembling soul 
Dar’d to distrust her Parent’s grace. 
At length the light of dav burst forth, 
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Tidings of joy, from Heav’n Theard, 
Faith saw the rays, Hope caught the sound, 
And triumph’d in the Heav’n born ‘Word, 
I scan’d Creation’s volume o’er, 

I look’d around, beneath, above, 
Where’er L cast my wand’ring eyes, 

i read, enraptured, * God is Love.” 
Thro’ all the grand design, I trae’d 

Such traits of Goodness, Pow’r and ski}. 
As taught my soul no more to doubt 

His love, or tremble at his will. 

/OF Heav’n: forbid the unhallow’d thoucht: 
| That God will ever cease to love, + 
Nor longer through the gloom of fear, 
Permit my fancy, wild to rove. 


STANZAS. 


Soft the shade by moonlight shed 
Upon the snow drift’s stainless bed ; 
Soft the tear-drop, softly stealing 
Down the cheek of kindred feeling ; 
Soft the touch of auburn tresses, 

On the neck that beauty blesses ; 

And there’s a tie of magic art, 

Which softens, whilst it bends the heart, 


Bright the gem where diadem sparkles, 
On the brow that care oft darkles ; 
Bright the lamp, when fortune shining, 
Lures us onward, still repining ; 
Bright the meteor flash when driven 
Downward from the vault of heaven : 
But Friendship’s#ie is brighter far, 
Than gem, or lamp, or falling star. 


Sweet the blush of orient day, 

When the star-light fades away ; 

Sweet the fragrant leaves of roses, 

Where the dew of night reposes ; 

And sweeter still the wild note swelling. 

When young birds first leave their dwel- 
ling 3 

But bird, nor rose, nor eastern sky, 

ts half so sweet as Friendship’s tie. 


Ere man fell from paths of splendor, 
He needed not a chain so tender ¢ 

He fell—and then this bond was givet, 
To cheer him while in exile driven ; 
And oft it proves an ange! tie, 

To guide him to his native sky 5 

Yet this chain, if once we sever, 

All it held is cone—forever. 
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